
In 1966, Charles Whitman shot and killed fourteen people 
from the top of the University of Texas’ clock-tower—an 
event that forever changed the landscape associated with 
student mental health.  This note analyzes modern 
responses by colleges and universities to student mental 
health threats and the historical evolution of college and 
university liability for student behavior.  The note also 
examines developing legal standards related to student 
mental health issues and how these standards may impact 
colleges and universities. 
 


