Since the enactment of the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act in 1976, academic labs have been subject to the
same regulations as other generators of hazardous waste.
However, these labs have faced difficulty meeting requirements
designed for industrial settings. Subpart K is intended to ease
the burden on academic labs by allowing for the adoption of
flexible, performance-based standards in research lab settings.
This article analyzes the suitability of such standards in
hazardous waste regulation.
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