
This article examines whether public and private institutions of higher 

education have the authority to withhold academic degrees already 

earned or to revoke academic degrees already conferred for acts of 

academic dishonesty or for student misconduct.  It also discusses the 

procedural safeguards required to ensure fairness in withholding or 

revocation procedures and analyzes the degree of deference given to 

educational institutions in making such decisions. 

 


