
This article compares the constitutional concept of academic freedom, 

as articulated by the federal courts, with California law deriving from 

the California Constitution’s guarantee of a degree of legal autonomy to 

the University of California.  The comparison clarifies the full range of 

legal and policy norms relevant to judicial scrutiny of decision-making in 

educational research institutions.  The article suggests that courts, too, 

should consider these norms in reviewing decisions made by faculty 

groups in such institutions. 

 


