
The extent of student’s free speech rights at public 
universities has received extensive judicial and academic 
attention, but little has been said regarding the intersecting 
First Amendment claims of political speech and academic 
freedom at issue in student officer elections.  This note 
attempts to sort through the judicial deference principle 
common in elementary and secondary education cases, and 
to examine it in light of the strict scrutiny normally 
required for restrictions on campaign expenditures. 
 


