
Offensive and profane cheers at college 

sporting events have prompted several 

universities to consider establishing fan codes 

of conduct at stadiums, in the stated interest of 

protecting the sensibilities of unwilling captive 

listeners at the game, especially children. The 

First Amendment renders such speech policies 

invalid at public university stadiums and 

arenas. Arenas are forums for what can be 

labeled "cheering speech," protected 

expression by fans about the game, the 

participants, and the surrounding 

circumstances. 

 


