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SOCIAL SECURITY

Deputy Commissioner

 (DATE)

Dear Colleague:

I want to inform you of some changes that the Social Security Administration is making to the process for assigning Social Security numbers and replacing Social Security cards, specifically for F-1 foreign students.  I would like also to request your assistance in providing appropriate documentation to foreign students and in referring to Social Security only those students who have been authorized to work. 

The integrity of Social Security numbers is of great importance to us and we are working to strengthen the process for assigning Social Security numbers.  Concerns about national security, along with the growing problem of identity theft, have caused us to accelerate our efforts to protect the integrity of the Social Security number.  The enclosed factsheet (enclosure 1) describes the other actions we have taken to protect the integrity of the Social Security Number.

These are the changes that affect F-1 foreign students:

· Social Security is increasing the verification of documents with the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), and 

· F-1 students seeking a Social Security number are required to prove they are enrolled in a full course of study and that the school has authorized them to work. 

Now, when a noncitizen requests a Social Security number, Social Security verifies the immigration documents before assigning a Social Security number.  If verification is not available online with the INS system, Social Security sends a written request to INS for verification.  This may delay receipt of a Social Security number by several weeks or months, but it will assure that only those that meet the requirements for receiving a Social Security number do so.  Social Security is working closely with INS to minimize these delays.

Also, an F-1 post-secondary school student requesting a Social Security number must now prove he or she is enrolled in or has registered for a full course of study, according to INS regulations, and meets all other requirements to work on campus.  This is in addition to providing evidence of age, identity, the I-20-ID (Student) Copy from an accredited school, and a current I-94 showing F-1 immigration status.  

One of the following documents or combinations of documents may be submitted as evidence the student is maintaining F-1 immigration status and meets the requirements to work on campus:

· An original letter from the designated school official (with original signature) which specifies that the named student is authorized to work and is currently enrolled in a full course of study (See enclosure 2 for suggested language); or 

· An original letter from the designated school official (with original signature) which specifies that the named student is authorized to work and (if the letter does not specify that the student is enrolled in a full course of study) a certified college transcript that shows current enrollment in a full course of study; or 

· An original pay stub or other proof of current employment showing the school as the employer, an original letter from the on-campus employer, or an original letter from the school to the student stating he/she will receive a scholarship in exchange for teaching services; and a certified transcript that shows the F-1 student is currently enrolled in a full course of study (that includes at least 12 semester hours if an undergraduate). 

Social Security requests that you refer only students who have either already been hired or who are authorized to work to a Social Security office to apply for Social Security numbers.  

We will keep you informed about any other process changes we make to further strengthen the integrity of the Social Security number.  If a student has any questions about this process you can provide them with a copy of the attached fact sheet (enclosure 3). 

Please call me at _________________ if you have any questions about this information.


Sincerely,


(Manager’s signature)

Enclosures (three)

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION BALTIMORE MD 21235-0001
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